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2008 Election Issue

T e

2008 is another critical election year in Wisconsin, with control of
both houses of our narrowly divided legislature in question and Wisconsin
once again being a swing-state in the presidential election. Wisconsinites
will go to the polls to vote in primary elections for state and federal legis-
lative races on September 9. The general election is November 4.

All 99 Assembly districts and 16 even numbered Senate districts
will have elections this cycle. There are no constitutional officers, such
as Governor and Attorney General, up for election this year. Currently,
Republicans control the Assembly 52-47. However, Representative Jeff
Wood of Chetek has decided to leave the Republican Party and run as an
Independent (see below). This means that the Democrats may only have
to pick up two seats to gain control of the Assembly. In the Senate, De-
mocrats have an 18-15 majority, meaning Republicans would have to
pick up two seats to take control of that body.

Wood Leaves Republican Party

In an unexpected twist, Representative Jeff
Wood announced that he is leaving the Republican
party and running for reelection as an independent.
Wood, who has represented the 67th District in adl
Northwestern Wisconsin since 2002, says that the -
Republicans no longer represent his values. “l don’t think Ronald
Reagan would recognize the party anymore. It seems that the party has
left me and a lot of others behind,” he told the Chippewa Herald.

Wood was the only Republican to vote against the Assembly ver-
sion of the state budget last session. He has become increasing iso-
lated within the party. Wood was appointed chair of the Workforce De-
velopment committee, but Assembly leadership referred only two minor
bills to that committee during the two-year session.

It was during the 2005-06 session that Wood led the charge for
Republicans on the Taxpayer Bill of Rights constitutional amendment.

Wood's departure means that the Democrats may only have to
pick up two seats to gain control of the Assembly.
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Increased Minimum Wage
Proposal Includes Camp
Counselors

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Workforce Development
has proposed increasing the
wages that Jewish Camps (and
others) must pay to their camp
counselors. If the proposal
makes it through the Depart-
ment’s rule process and is ap-
proved by the Legislature, mini-
mum wages for camp counselors
would increase as follows:

Adults

No board or lodging: increase
from $315 per week to $350 per
week

With board only: increase from
$240 per week to $265 per week

With board and lodging: increase
from $189 per week to $210 per
week

Continued on page 4
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Key State Races

Senate

Several Senate races will be hotly contested in the lead up to the General Election. On
Milwaukee’s northeast side and northern suburbs, Representative Sheldon Wasserman (D-
Milwaukee) has given up his Assembly seat to challenge incumbent Alberta Darling (R-River
Hills). This may turn out to be the most expensive Senate race this cycle. Inthe Senate’s two
open seats, Democrat Jim Hol-
perin of Conover will face Repub-
lican Tom Tiffany, who owns a
Minocqua recreational business,
in the 12th District. Senator
Roger Breske (D-Eland) held this
seat for 18 years. In the 18th
District, Senator Carol Roessler
(R-Oshkosh) held her seat for 21
years before announcing she
would not run for re-
election. Running to replace her
are Republican Randy Hopper, a
Town of Fond du Lac resident
who owns radio stations and a
music promotion business, and
Democrat Jessica King, a mem-
ber of the Oshkosh City Council.

Other targeted Senate seats are now held by: Senator Sheila Harsdorf (R-River Falls),
who faces Democrat Alison Page of River Falls; Senator Bob Wirch (D-Pleasant Prairie), who
is being challenged by Republican Ben Bakke of Kenosha; Senator Dave Hansen (D-Green
Bay), who faces Republican Chad Fradette, former president of the Green Bay Common
Council; and Senator Dan Kapanke (R-La Crosse), who faces Democrat Tara Johnson of La
Crosse.

Assembly

In the Assembly, it looks like the hottest races will be in the open districts. For exam-
ple, the 22nd District primary features five Democrats who will vie to replace Representative
Sheldon Wasserman, including Sandy Pasch, a nurse and an assistant professor at Columbia
College of Nursing and U.S. Senator Herb Kohl's nephew, Dan Kohl. In the 81st District,
where veteran Democrat Dave Travis retired, six candidates are entered in the primary. There
are no other candidates in that district. In the 91st District, formally held by Whitehall Democ-
rat Barbara Gronemus, five Democrats and two Republicans will face off in Septem-
ber. Crowded primaries will also be held in the 24th District (formerly held by Suzanne Jes-
kewitz, R-Menomonee Falls), 47th District (formerly held by Eugene Hahn, R-Cambria), 50th
District (formerly held by Sheryl Albers, R-Reedsburg), 53rd District (formerly held by Carol
Owens, R-Oshkosh), and the 73rd District (formerly held by Frank Boyle, D-Superior).

Another Assembly race to keep an eye on is the 57th District, where Representative
Steve Wieckert (R-Appleton) retired. Democrat Penny Bernard Schaber will face the winner of
a Republican primary between Jo Egelhoff or Peter Stueck.
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4 Former Lawmakers Make Bids to Return

Three Democratic former lawmakers and one Republican will try to return to the Legislature
in November. Jim Holperin of Conover will run for the 12th Senate District, which is the northeastern
Wisconsin seat vacated by Senator Roger Breske of Eland. The former Assembly member and
Tourism Secretary will run against Republican Tom Tiffany, who unsuccessfully challenged Senator
Breske four years ago. This may prove to be one of the more hotly contested races in November.

Peter Barca will attempt to win in the 64th Assembly District, which was held by Minority

Leader Jim Kreuser last session. Kreuser was recently elected as Kenosha County Execu-

tive. Barca left the As-

sembly after serving

eight years to run for

Congress in 1993. He

won a special election to

succeed Representative

Les Aspin, who had

been named Secretary

of Defense by President

Clinton. Barca then lost

his congressional seat to

Republican Mark Neu-

mann in 1994 and has

not held elected office

since that time. He will
run against Jim Huff and Michael Orth for the Democratic nomination. The winner of the primary is
all but assured of taking the office. The only Republican candidate, Jeffrey Cassity, is no longer pur-
suing his campaign.

In addition, former Assembly member Stan Gruszynski of the Town of Porterfield in Marinette
County will challenge Representative Jeff Mursau (R-Crivitz) in the 36th Assembly District. Gruszyn-
ski previously held the 71st Assembly District in the Stevens Point area.

Finally, former representative Debi Towns of Janesville will try to take back the seat she held
from 2003-2006 for the Republicans. Towns lost her reelection race two years ago in the 43rd As-
sembly District by a razor-thin margin to current Representative Kim Hixson (D-Whitewater).
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Camp Counselors

Continued from Page 1
Minors

No board or lodging: increase from $275 per week to $350 per week
With board only: increase from $209 per week to $265 per week

With board and lodging: increase from $165 per week to $210 per week
Camp Licensing Fees May Increase

On the heels of the move to increase minimum wages for camp
counselors, the Department of Health Services has begun developing a new
rule on license-related fees for various types of businesses. Among the
fees at issue are those for recreational and educational camps. The depart-
ment proposes to increase permit and late renewal fees and to create a pre-
inspection fee, re-inspection fee, a fee for operating without a permit, and a
fee for special condition inspections. As you can see below, some of the fee
increases and new fees are significant. The proposal would raise fees for
the state fiscal year (SFY) 2010 (applicable for licenses issued from April 1,
2009 through March 31, 2011) and for SFY 2012 (applicable for licenses
issued on or after April 1, 2011).

The proposed fee schedule is as follows:

License Type Current Fee  Proposed SFY 2010 Fee Proposed SFY 2012 Fee
Rec.Ed Camps $200 $440 $505
Rec-Ed Camps Preinspection $0 $1,050 $1,200
Rec-Ed Camps Reinspection $0 $630 $720

Late Fee $85
Fee for Operating Without a License  $749
Duplicate Fee $15

Fee for special condition inspections $175

- Serves as a clearinghouse to address important public policy issues
- Actively continues efforts to preserve the separation of church ated sta

- Works with local communities to respond to acts of discrimination and anti
Semitic incidents

Monitors legislative activity and engage in coalition building




